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me very gay on returning from so sad a campaign. He
could not deny this, and made up his mind to give a
hint on the subject. Everybody indeed blamed so mis-
placed a gayety. Two or three days after his arrival the
Due de Bourgogne passed three hours with the King in
the apartments of Madame de Maintenon. I was afraid
that his piety would withhold him from letting out on
the subject of M. de Vendome, but I heard that he spoke
on that subject without restraint, impelled by the advice
of the Duchess de Bourgogne, and also by the Due de
Beauvilliers, who set his conscience at ease. His account
of the campaign, of affairs, of things, of advices, of pro-
ceedings, was complete. Another, perhaps, less virtuous,
might have used weightier terms; but at any rate every-
thing was said with a completeness beyond all hope, if
we consider who spoke and who listened. The Duke
concluded with an eager prayer to be given an army in
the next campaign, and with the promise of the King to
that effect. Soon after an explanation took place with
Monseigneur at Meudon, Mademoiselle Choin being pres-
ent. With the latter he spoke much more in private:
she had taken his part with Monseigneur. The Duchess
de Bourgogne had gained her over. The connection of
this girl with Madame de Maintenon was beginning to
grow very close indeed.

Gamaches had been to the army with the Due de
Bourgogne, and being a free-tongued man had often
spoken out very sharply on the puerilities in which he
indulged in company with the Due de Berry, influenced
by his example. One day returning from mass, in com-
pany with the Duke on a critical day, when he would
rather have seen him on horseback, he said aloud, (< You
will certainly win the kingdom of heaven; but as for the
kingdom of the earth, Prince Eugene and Marlborough
know how to seek it better than you.)X What he said-
quite as publicly to the two princes on their treatment
of the King of England, was admirable. That prince
(known as the Chevalier de St. Georges) served incog-
nito, with a modesty that the princes took advantage of
to treat him with the greatest indifference and contempt.
Toward the end of the campaign, Gamaches, exasperated